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John McKay, known for his unprecedented success on 
the football field and his wit off of it, died on Sunday, 
June 10, 2001 from kidney failure due to complications 
from diabetes at the age of 77. With his passing, the 
Buccaneer family lost the man who led the franchise 
from its very beginning. 

McKay spent more than 25 years overall as a head 
coach on the collegiate and professional level. The 
legendary coach compiled an overall head coaching 
record of 171-128-9 (.572). In 25 seasons as a head 
coach, McKay’s teams won a college conference or 
professional division championship 11 times and 
advanced to postseason play on 12 occasions.

McKay  was  named  the  f i r s t  head  coach  in 
Buccaneers  h is tory  on October  31, 1975. He 
coached the Buccaneers for nine seasons (1976-84) 
and compi led  a  44-88-1  record . In  jus t  the 
franchise’s fourth season (1979), he led Tampa Bay to 
an NFC Central Division championship, a playoff win 
over Philadelphia and the club’s first appearance in 
the NFC Championship Game. McKay also coached 
the lone Hall of Famer in Buccaneer history, DE Lee 
Roy Selmon, the team’s first overall draft pick 
in 1976.

In just the franchise’s fourth  
season (1979), McKay led Tampa 
Bay to an NFC Central Division 

championship, a playoff win 
over Philadelphia and the club’s 

first appearance in the NFC 
Championship Game. 

He guided the Buccaneers to consecutive playoff 
appearances in 1981 and 1982. McKay then led Tampa 
Bay to its second NFC Central Division championship 
in 1981. He was a part of the franchise’s inaugural 
win, a 33-14 victory over New Orleans on December 
11, 1977. He later served as Team President during the 
’85 season.

Prior to joining Tampa Bay, McKay coached at the 
University of Southern California for 16 seasons 
from 1960-75. He led the Trojans to four national 
championships and a 127-40-8 record (.760). McKay 
coached 40 first-team All-Americans during his 16 
years.

In only his third season as head coach at USC 
in 1962, McKay guided the Trojans to his first 
national crown. He followed by capturing national 
championships in the 1967, 1972 and 1974 seasons. 
His four national titles ranks tied with Notre Dame’s 
Frank Leahy for second al l -t ime, trai l ing only 
Alabama’s Paul “Bear” Bryant’s six championships. 
In addit ion, his resume at USC includes three 
undefeated seasons, nine conference championships, 
e ight  Rose Bowl appearances ( inc luding f ive 
victories), 14 consecutive winning campaigns and 

two National Coach of the Year honors (1962 and 
1972). He also tutored two Heisman Trophy winners 
in Mike Garrett (1965) and O.J. Simpson (1968). McKay 
produced outstanding players at nearly every position at 
USC, including RB Ricky Bell, FB Sam Cunningham, QB 
Pat Haden, WR Lynn Swann, LB Richard Wood, OT Ron 
Yary and TE Charles Young. During his last four seasons 
at USC (1972-75), he also served as the school’s athletic 
director.

McKay served as an assistant at USC in 1959 before 
being named the Trojans head coach in 1960. He was 
also an assistant coach at Oregon from 1950-1959. 
McKay played one season as a defensive back at 
Purdue before transferring to Oregon, where he lettered 
for three seasons and earned All-American honorable 
mention and All-Coast first-team honors. Prior to 
attending college, he served in the Army Air Corps in 
World War II. McKay was inducted into the College 
Football Hall of Fame in 1988 and into the Rose Bowl 
Hall of Fame in 1991. He was also a member of the 
1994 inaugural class of USC’s Athletic Hall of Fame.

McKay was born in Everettsville, West Virginia. He 
attended Shinnston High School (WV), where he was an 
all-state running back and a star guard in basketball.

He and his wife, the late Corky (the former Nancy 
Jean Hunter) had four children, sons John and Rich 
and daughters Michele and Terri. Rich now serves as 
President of the Atlanta Falcons after nine seasons 
(1995-03) as Tampa Bay’s General Manager. John 
served as General Manager of the 2001 XFL Champion 
Los Angeles Xtreme and also played wide receiver for 
USC from 1972-74 and for Tampa Bay from 1976-78. 

John McKay
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Lee Roy Selmon

Lee Roy Selmon became the first Buccaneer player 
ever inducted into the Pro Football Hall of Fame on 
July 29, 1995. He will also become the first inductee 
into the Buccaneers Ring of Honor on November 8, 
2009. The Buccaneers’ first draft choice in 1976, 
Selmon proved to be the most outstanding player 
to date in team history. Drafted out of Oklahoma 
where he won both the Outland and Lombardi 
trophies during his senior season, Selmon went on to 
become the cornerstone of the Buccaneers franchise for 
nearly a decade.

A member of eight All-America teams while with the 
Sooners, Selmon was an even greater professional. The 
Buccaneers’ all-time career sack leader (78.5), Selmon 
anchored a ferocious defense which led the team to its 
first-ever NFC Central Division Championship in 1979. 

Lee Roy Selmon became  
the first Buccaneer player  

ever inducted into the Pro Football 
Hall of Fame.

Selmon managed to establish numerous team records 
despite having his career prematurely shortened due 
to a herniated disk suffered at the end of the 1984 
season. At the time of his retirement, his lengthy list of 
Buccaneer records included: career sacks (78.5), sacks 
in a season (13) and career fumbles caused (28.5). In 
addition, he was named NFL Defensive Player of the 
Year in 1979 and NFC Defensive Lineman of the Year 
by the NFL Players Association four times (1979-80, 
1982-83). His number 63 became the first and only 
jersey retired by the Buccaneers on September 7, 1986.

Selmon’s on-the-field contributions were equalled 
only by his generosity off the field. He was a perennial 
contender for the NFL Man of the Year and the Byron 
“Whizzer” White Award for humanitarian service. Since 
his retirement, Selmon has remained highly-visible in 

community affairs. In addition to occupying a seat on 
the board of the Tampa Sports Authority, Selmon took 
on the responsibility of building the University of South 
Florida’s football program. Selmon served as Associate 
Athletic Director at USF from August of 1994 until being 
named Athletic Director in June 2001. Selmon, who held 
that spot until 2004, was entrusted with the primary 
task of procuring funds for the University’s successful 
efforts to form a football team.

Selmon was born and raised in Eufaula, Okla. He has 
five brothers and three sisters, including Dewey, who 
played for the Bucs from 1976-80, and Lucious, who 
served as the linebackers coach for the Jacksonville 
Jaguars. Lee Roy and his wife, Claybra, have three 
children, Brandy, Lee Roy, Jr. and Christopher.

Buccaneers Statistics
			   TOTAL	 FUM.	 FUM.	 QB
  YEAR	 TEAM	 G-S	 TACK.	 REC.	 FOR.	 SACK
  1976	 Tampa Bay	 8-6	 24	 0	 0.0	 5.0
  1977	 Tampa Bay	 14-14	 110	 2	 5.0	 13.0
  1978	 Tampa Bay	 14-14	 92	 0	 2.0	 11.0
  1979	 Tampa Bay	 16-16	 117	 2	 3.0	 11.0
  1980	 Tampa Bay	 16-16	 97	 2	 4.0	 9.0
  1981	 Tampa Bay	 14-13	 73	 0	 5.0	 6.5
  1982	 Tampa Bay	 9-9	 58	 1	 2.0	 4.0
  1983	 Tampa Bay	 14-13	 71	 1	 3.0	 11.0
  1984	 Tampa Bay	 16-16	 100	 2	 4.5	 8.0

  9-YEAR TOTALS		 121-117	 742	 10	 28.5	 78.5
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A new era in Tampa Bay sports opened on September 
20, 1998, when the Tampa Bay Buccaneers defeated the 
Chicago Bears, 27-15, in the inaugural event at Raymond 
James Stadium. The culmination of three years of intense 
research, development and construction, Raymond 
James Stadium is a combination of the finest elements 
of modern stadium design and its own groundbreaking 
innovations. Referred to as ‘The Crown Jewel of the NFL’ 
by league insiders, the stadium’s features are centered 
around one concept: enhancing the fan’s experience at a 
Tampa Bay Buccaneers game.

Raymond James Stadium was designed by HOK Sports 
Facil it ies Group and constructed under the joint 
management of Huber, Hunt & Nichols and Metric 
Constructors. It is administered by the Tampa Sports 
Authority and includes among its tenants the Tampa 
Bay Buccaneers of the National Football League, the 
University of South Florida football team and college 
football’s Outback Bowl.

The $168.5 million facility was financed by a half-cent 
sales tax for community investment purposes that was 
approved by voters on September 3, 1996. A Florida sales 
tax rebate also funded the stadium construction, as did a 
portion of a tourist development tax. The remainder of the 
stadium’s finances were provided by Buccaneers Owner/
President Malcolm Glazer. Buccaneers Co-Chairman Bryan 
Glazer and Joel Glazer oversaw stadium design and were 
responsible for the development of the stadium’s unique 
fan enhancements. The Tampa Bay Buccaneers hope you 
enjoy Raymond James Stadium throughout the 2009 NFL 
season and share in the bright future of the team, the 
stadium and the Tampa Bay community.

Raymond James Stadium

2009 Season Tickets: $1,755

*The Buccaneers have nine home games in 2009

2009 Season Tickets: $2,205

2009 Season Tickets: $2,655

2009 Season Tickets: $3,555

2009 Season Tickets: $3,105

2009 Season Tickets: $801 
2009 Single-Game: $105

2009 Season Tickets: $891 
2009 Single-Game: $115

2009 Season Tickets: $765 
2009 Single-Game: $99

2009 Season Tickets: $585 
2009 Single-Game: $79

2009 Season Tickets: $675 
2009 Single-Game: $89

Club Seating
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Ticket Information

Buccaneers tickets can be found in ten (10) price levels 
(as shown by the accompanying stadium diagram). For 
general information, the ticket office may be reached by 
phone at 813.879.BUCS (2827) or 800.282.0683; over a 
TDD line for hearing-impaired guests at 813.387.6390; 
or via e-mail at buccaneersticketoffice@buccaneers.nfl.
com. Office hours are 8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., Monday 
through Friday. 

For information on Full or Half-Season Tickets, Stadium 
Club seating or Group Tickets, the Ticket Sales Office 
can be reached at 866.582.BUCS (2827).

Any available single game tickets may be purchased 
through TicketMaster outlets, TicketMaster charge 
by-phone, and online at TicketMaster.com. If tickets 
remain available on game day, they will be sold at the 
Raymond James Stadium box office at the south end of 
the stadium beginning three hours before kickoff.

General Seating:  After 22 years of 
watching Buccaneers football from bench seating, 
Tampa Bay fans now comfortably settle into individual 
seats, measuring 19"-21" wide and with 32"-33" from 
one seat back to the next. Overall, Raymond James 
Stadium holds more than 65,000 fans, 50,000 of which 
are in general seating. There are up to 600 wheelchair-
accessible seats located in all areas, not just the end 
zone. Seats in all sections also feature cupholders.

Club Seats: Raymond James Stadium also has 
over 12,000 club seats, a modern feature that allows 
fans to experience Buccaneers games and entertain 
guests in maximum comfort. Club seats are extra-wide 
and padded and feature prime sideline locations. The 
seats are accessible from a luxurious, air-conditioned 
club level that houses restaurants, sports bars, video 
walls, lounge seating and additional views of the field.

Luxury Suites: A total of 195 suites on three 
floors at mid-level along both sidelines offer absolutely 
the most luxurious setting to watch a Buccaneers game. 
Each suite has retractable glass windows, private bar 
and restroom and televisions that can carry other NFL 
action. The suites are accessible from private elevators.

Concessions: Raymond James Stadium 
has over 550 points of sale for food, beverages and 
merchandise, a ratio of one point for every 126 seats. A 
wide variety of concessions will be available, from hot 
dogs and sodas to gourmet pizzas and cappuccino.

Restrooms/Services:  Raymond 
James Stadium is equipped with 88 restroom locations 
and a total of 1,073 fixtures. That ratio of one fixture for 
every 81 fans is an immense improvement in comfort for 
Buccaneers fans. The ratio for women fans is one fixture 
for every 70 people, improved from 1 for every 129 in 
Houlihan’s Stadium. There are also five first aid stations, 
with at least one on each level.

Media Facilities: The Raymond James 
Stadium press box seats up to 225 members of the 
media in a spacious, comfortable box on the west side 
upper suite level. The dining area features a multiple-
screen video wall, and the box is accessible from an 
elevator dedicated specifically to the media. The media 
entrance is located at Dock D on the southwest corner 
of the stadium.

Escalators: An added comfort feature in 
Raymond James Stadium is a total of 20 escalators. With 
a bank of three escalators located at each corner ramp 
and an additional four in the club lounge, Buccaneers 
fans will find it easier and quicker to navigate the 
stadium than ever before.

Traffic Control: Patrons of events 
at Raymond James Stadium can be assured that their 
travel to and from the facility will be as time-efficient as 
possible. The stadium is outfitted with a comprehensive 
traffic control system that automatically assists with the 
progression of traffic in and around the stadium traffic 
area. The system is comprised of a traffic control center 
located adjacent to the Tampa Sports Authority offices 
on the ground level of the south end zone plaza. From 
there, a crew of over 50 uniformed officers is directed 
to ease traffic flow. In addition, the system is equipped 
with 16 cameras constantly monitored by staff from 
TPD and City Traffic Engineering. They monitor all major 
intersections, traffic light cycles and newly installed 
cameras by F.D.O.T. that reach out beyond the immediate 
area. If problems arise, the flow of traffic can be instantly 
adjusted by adding time to stop lights or lane closures to 
avoid accidents.

Amenities At Raymond James Stadium
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area Maps

BuccaneerS  
Ticket Office

One Buccaneer Place
Tampa, FL 33607
(813) 879-2827
(800) 282-0683
TDD: (813) 387-6390
Fax: (813) 876-5782

Parking Diagram

Stadium Area Driving Map

Ticketmaster

Tampa Bay Area
(800) 745-3000

www.ticketmaster.com

VE
TE

RA
N

’S
 E

XP
RE

SS
W

AY



Sidelines | 353

RAYMOND JAMES STADIUM

An instantly-recognizable Tampa Bay landmark, Raymond James Stadium includes some of the most unique stadium 
features in the world. It is a blend of modern design, classic appointments, state-of-the-art technology and historic 
influences that combine to create the most exciting and enjoyable game atmosphere in the National Football League. 
Some of the most extraordinary features include:

BUCCANEER COVE

In an effort to expand and enhance the overall game experience at 
Raymond James Stadium, the Tampa Bay Buccaneers constructed a $3 
million extravaganza called Buccaneer Cove. Located in the north end 
zone of the stadium, Buccaneer Cove encompasses 20,000 square feet 
and runs the entire length of the end zone concourse. The Cove features 
a weathered, two-story fishing village facade from which a wide variety 
of stadium concessions, ranging from standard fare to more authentic 
Tampa items, are offered. Scattered throughout the area are a variety 
of beach hut kiosks offering additional concessions and other game 
enhancements.

The centerpiece of Buccaneer Cove is the majestic, 103-foot long Ship, an 
authentic replica of an early 1800s Pirate Ship, arguably one of the most 
recognizable stadium features in the world.

The most menacing aspect of the Pirate Ship is its massive 9'x7' skull 
and crossed swords facing the playing field which features huge, glowing 
red eyes and a mouth that breathes smoke. Additionally, eight cannons 
celebrate player introductions, trips inside the red zone and Buccaneers 
touchdowns by releasing thundering cannon fire and smoke. The Ship is also complete with working rigging and a crew 
to raise and lower its huge 32'x50' sails.

The Ship’s dock serves as an entertainment area from which patrons enjoy the most unique vantage point in the 
National Football League. Adding to the festive atmosphere is a larger-than-life interactive talking parrot that sits 
perched at the Ship’s stern.

All areas of Buccaneer Cove and the Ship’s facilities are ADA disabled ramp accessible so that all fans can benefit from 
this unique setting. With a full menu of food and beverages, plentiful facilities and an excellent view of the action on 
the field, Buccaneer Cove is as animated as the 19th-century pirate village after which it is modeled.

Buccaneer Cove was designed by HOK Studio E and constructed by The Nassal Company. It is manned by a 30-plus 
person crew on game day who is responsible for Ship pyrotechnics, launching t-shirts and tossing out beads to fans 
throughout the game. 

MILLER LITE PARTY DECK

The Miller Lite Party Deck is an exclusive area in the south end zone where 
a select number of fans can watch the game from an awesome view. Fans 
are eligible to win a ticket to this private oasis where guests may enjoy 
complimentary Miller products on the deck. Winners receive a ticket and 
special pass to access the deck and Buc Dollars for stadium goods. All 
winners must be 21 and above.

Massive enough to be a striking 
image from any spot in the stadium, 
the majestic Ship looms out over the 
crowd in the north end zone.

• Ship Length	 103'
• Ship Weight	 43 tons
• Ship Height	 78'
• Bow Detail	 9'x7'
• Ship Width	 32'
• Swords	 16' each

The Ship was constructed over a two-
month period using, among others, 
the following materials:

• 5.5 tons of concrete
• 14 tons of steel
• 700 yards of sails
• 1 mile of rigging
• 300 feet of rope
• 60 gallons of paint
• �64,000 linear feet of wood trim




